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New name, constitution and Council!
In an Extraordinary General Meeting at Glyndŵr University, Wrexham on the 
5th of November, 2016, it was decided to change the name of the Charity 
and Company from WEA YMCA CC Cymru to Addysg Oedolion Cymru ǀ Adult 
Learning Wales. New Articles of Association were also adopted, meaning 
that 12 of the 20 members of the new Council (Governing Board) are 
elected and 8 appointed. The new board will be operational from the 1st of 
April, 2017. 

Following a series of elections with a total of 21 candidates 
participating, the elected members are now in place:

Regional Representatives
North West:  David Elis-Williams
North East: Nick Taylor
Mid Wales: Toni Schiavone
South West: Sonia Reynolds
South Wales Central: Caroline Davies
South East: Heather Willbourn
Individual Members’ seat: Chris Franks
Staff: June Jeremy, Dafydd Rhys
Learners: Cathrine Clark, Kaitlin Crisp, Marjorie Williams

Mark Isherwood, Chief Executive, to leave

Mark Isherwood, Chief Executive, will be leaving Addysg Oedolion Cymru | 
Adult Learning Wales on 31 March 2017 to take up a new challenge in his 
career. Mark made a significant contribution in the lead-up to the merger 
of WEA Cymru and YMCA Wales Community College in 2015, becoming the 
first Chief Executive of the new merged organisation. He has led developments 
in many key areas post-merger, enabling a solid platform to be built for the 
future of Addysg Oedolion Cymru | Adult Learning Wales. We thank him 
sincerely for his input, and wish him well for the next step in his future.

John Graystone (Chair of Governors) has announced that Kathryn Robson, 
the Deputy Chief Executive will become our Acting Chief Executive from 1st 
March 2017. The new Council will make a decision on a more permanent 
arrangement for the organisation’s leadership (where any recruitment 
process would include competitive selection, and external advertisement of 
the post). 
We wish Kathryn well with her responsibilities.

Mark Isherwood Kathryn Robson

End of an era for Coleg Harlech, 
as courses expand in Gwynedd

It has been announced that the Social Studies (Access to Nursing) course, 
the only full time course still running at the Wern Fawr site will move to 
other parts of Gwynedd in September 2017. Long term, sustainable options 
for Wern Fawr (Coleg Harlech) will continue to be explored.

Come to the Annual General Meeting!
Porth Eirias, 8th April, 2017
The first Annual General Meeting under the new name, Addysg Oedolion 
Cymru ǀ Adult Learning Wales will be held at Porth Eirias, Colwyn Bay, LL29 
8HH, on Saturday, 8th of April, 2017.  Despite the fact that the closing date 
for submitting motions has passed, there will be a chance to debate and 
submit amendments to motions already received at the next round of 
Regional Forums (details on back page of newsletter). However, it is not too 
late for emergency motions. They should be sent to: 
stephen.thomas@addysgoedolion.cymru

Campaign Group 
A lively and fruitful meeting of the Campaign Group took place in Bangor on 
the 3rd of February. The main discussion was on the relevance to the 
organisation and communities of the Well-being of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015 with presentations from Catherine Miller and Mark Gahan. 
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=010103
Three members joined the meeting via Skype including David Smith from the 
Philippines who shared his thoughts on the promotion of Co-operative 
education in the context of the Donaldson ‘Review of Curriculum and 
Assessment Arrangements in Wales 2015’. Co-operatives and Mutuals Wales 
are organising a discussion on the issue in Cardiff on the 8th of April. Also 
discussed were proposals to develop Democratic Engagement within the 
Addysg Oedolion Cymru ǀ Adult Learning Wales curriculum, initiated by the 
Campaign Group for submission to the Curriculum Committee with the 
support of the Voluntary Movement Committee. 
Questions were also raised about the status and voice of Adult Education in 
the proposed new funding body for Further and Higher Education. The 
recent review of Adult Community Education in Wales was also discussed 
and broadly welcomed: http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/learningprovid-
ers/communitylearning/review-of-adult-community-learning-wales/?skip=1&lang=en 
A You Tube video of the meeting can be viewed: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAYEopyY2oA 
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Regional Forums 
Spring 2017
Come and listen to learners’ presentations, discuss the organisation’s 
future and curriculum, continue to campaign regionally for Adult 
Education, experience taster courses and more. (The agenda will vary 
from forum to forum) More regional information to members will be 
sent in due course.

North East Forum
Tuesday, 28th of February, 10.00am - 12.00am
Gwersyllt Community Resource Centre, Wrexham, LL11 4ED

North West Forum
Thursday, 2nd of March, 11.30am - 1.30pm 
Tafarn y Rhos, Rhostrehwfa, Llangefni, LL77 7YU

South West Forum
Thursday, 16th of March, 9.45am - 12.45pm
Paddock Street Community Centre, Llanelli, SA15 2RU

South Wales Central Forum
Friday, 17th of March, 10.00am - 12.00am 
Addysg Oedolion Cymru ǀ Adult Learning Wales, 
Room 4, Coopers Yard, Cardiff, CF10 5NB

South East Forum
Friday, 17th of March, 2.00pm - 4.00pm 
Canolfan Soar, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 8UB

Mid Wales Forum
Friday, 24th of March, 10.00am - 1.00pm 
Neuadd Derwen Las, Machynlleth, SY20 8TN

Saith Seren, Wrexham – 
new partner member

Canolfan Saith Seren, Wrexham have joined Addysg Oedolion Cymru ǀ 
Adult Learning Wales as a Partner Member. Their aim is to provide a 
focus for the Welsh language and culture, including Welsh and English 
entertainment, Welsh lessons or a relaxing time with friends. 
Marc  V Jones from the centre contributed at our October Regional 
Forum in Gwersyllt and November Extraordinary General Meeting where 
he welcomed our members to Wrexham.

Aman and Twrch Branch
The Aman and Twrch branch along with Canolfan Maerdy have held a 
series of very successful events on Ageing and Dementia.

New Organisational Branding

Since November’s EGM approval, a range of activities to support the 
introduction of our new name have taken place. In addition, a variety of 
internal and public-facing materials have been created now all featuring 
our newly developed branding. Our social media accounts now incorporate 
our new name and styling, as do our promotional posters and flyers, 
organisational letterheads, compliments slips, and business cards. In the 
pipeline are ID cards, display banners, a full brand guideline document 
and our new Learner Handbook.

Our new email addressing is now in place as is a ‘holding-page’ for our 
new website – a proposal for which is planned for April with its 
implementation thereafter. In the meantime, the current holding-page will 
increase in content as well as continuing to act as a signpost to previous 
web-presences while the new site is developed and tested. A formal 
launch event for our newly-named organisation is also planned so watch 
this space for details!

Why not Like our Addysg Oedolion Cymru | Adult Learning Wales 
Facebook page or Follow us on Twitter to keep up-to-date with 
events and happenings? Find us using @alwcymru

Jonathan Goddard (Senior Officer Marketing & Communications)

South West Regional Forum,
YMCA Swansea, October 2016 
Regional Forum members with Jacqueline and Deborah Marshall, who 
led a workshop on Gospel Music and Slavery, co-inciding with Black 
History Month. Historic and current discrimination were discussed.  
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